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permanent success or failure of the work. Where
it is powerful for good the class flourishes like a fruitful
vine; where it is weak there is to that extent but a
garden of weeds and the mutual spiritual demoral-
isation of both teacher and taught. Moreover this
influence will increase in strength under the newer
dispensation already initiated wherein teachers receive
more adequate education and training, and are given
less impossible tasks in the number of scholars for
whom they are responsible. It is nothing less than
the duty of the Church to give freedom and encourage-
ment for the use of this force to the utmost of its
power for good in the schools ; but this can never
be where there is an imposition upon the teacher of
a demand to which there can be no natural and
wholehearted response. Rather should the Church's
attitude be towards each individual son and daughter
of hers labouring in the schools among her little
ones : " Lovingly lead on the children committed to
your care to the knowledge of God through Christ
and His Church as fully as you know them yourself,
at whatever stage of development your spiritual life
may have arrived, and may God bless you and your
work, and Himself lead you on to an increasing
knowledge and spiritual strength with which you
may help to empower the young lives under your
charge. The syllabus is to aid you to do this." If it
were essential that our knowledge and progress should
have been perfected before we essayed to teach, then
not one of us would ever have been qualified to do
so. In the midst of His ministry, before the great
and glorious days of the Crucifixion, the Resurrection,
the Ascension and the Coming of the Holy Ghost,